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Pvt. Shane Brown of the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regi-
ment, uses a rope to climb over an obstacle during the joint U.S.-
Australian training exercise Tandem Thrust '01.

Rockhampton, Australia

U.S., Australian Forces
Train Down Under

ARMY units from throughout
the Pacific region deployed in
support of Tandem Thrust '01,
a Joint Chiefs of Staff and U.S.
Pacific Command-sponsored
training exercise conducted in
Australia’s Shoalwater Bay
Training Area in May.

First conducted on the
southern coast of California in
1992, Tandem Thrust has
evolved into a complex com-
bined-joint exercise conducted
once every two years, incorpo-
rating air, sea and land ele-
ments of the U.S. and Austra-
lian militaries.

The 1st Battalion, 501st
Infantry Regiment, from Fort
Richardson, Alaska, was the
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largest U.S. Army player in this
year'sexercise. The unitworked
with Australia’s 3rd Bn., Royal
Australian Regiment, in the
week prior to the formal field
training exercise.

MAJ Bryan Hilferty, spokes-
man forU.S. Army, Alaska, said
USARAK'’s participation “dem-
onstrated our ability to rapidly
deploy our airborne battalion
as part of joint-combined op-
erations in a small-scale con-
tingency. Our goal was to im-
prove readiness and interop-
erability, and to increase secu-
rity within the Asia-Pacific re-
gion.”

MAJ Mark Meadows, 1st
Bn., 501st operations officer,
said this year’s training was an
important opportunity for his
paratroopers to learn from their
Australian counterparts.

“The training allowed us to
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practice in our area of opera-
tions and interact with other air-
borne units, and it provided us
a great opportunity to execute
acombined airborne operation,”
Meadows said.

The Alaska unit flew from
Hawaii on May 4 and conducted
a combat jump into Australia’s
Singleton drop zone on May 5.
The American paratroopers
then spent a week preparing
for the FTX and training with
the Australians.

“It's alot of fun jumping into
a foreign country,” said SPC
Jose Sandoval of the initial jump
on May 5. “There’s nothing like
it.”

The highlight of the first
week’s training was the com-
bined squad competition, which
consisted of U.S. and Austra-
lianteamstraversinga1.5mile,
densely forested course filled
with water impediments and
man-made barriers.

“The opportunity to go
through an obstacle course that
is not available to us back at
Fort Richardson was real chal-
lenging,” said SPC Charles
Raby, a 60mm mortarman. “I

got the chance to help a team-
mate | normally wouldn’t have
had in my team.”

Raby said the toughest ob-
stacle, and most satisfying part,
was helping an “injured” team-
mate scale a 14-foot wall.

“Their obstacle course re-
quires an enormous amount of
upper-body strength,” said SPC
Matthew Stuver. “The Aussies
are in great shape. They knew
what they were doing out there,
and it motivated us the whole
time.”

Following the course, the
soldiers conducted a 4-mile
march and ended the day with
a squad live-fire range compe-
tition.

The challenge of operating
in the harsh yet often delicate
Australian environment was of
concern to this year's exercise
planners. Safety concerns and
ensuring protection of the envi-
ronment had to be balanced
with training objectives, and so
were part of the planning ses-
sions from the beginning, said
the Royal Australian Navy's Lt.
Cmdr. David Waldie.

“Special safety working

Soldiers from the Fort Richardson, Alaska based 1st Battalion,
501st Infantry Regiment, use teamwork to get through another
of the obstacles on the densely forested course.

Soldiers



groups made concerted efforts
to ensure everyone was thor-
oughly trained and briefed on
safety and environmental con-
siderations before the exercise
began,” he said.

This is the third time Tan-
dem Thrust has been held in
this form as a combined task-
force exercise in Australia. Par-
ticipants in TT '01 included
15,000 U.S. Navy, Army, Air
Force and Marine personnel,
and 12,000 members of the
Australian defense forces.

Kaiserslautern, Germany

September 2001

The combined forces were
divided into “Blue” forces, com-
posed of U.S. and Australian
units, and an opposing “Orange”
force, whichincluded U.S., Aus-
tralianand Canadian elements.

The realism provided had
real-world implications, San-
doval said.

“One day we might have to
jump and fight together for real,
S0 it's important to know each
others’ standards,” he said. —
Tandem Thrust2001 Combined
Joint Information Bureau
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A mixed U.S.-Australian squad negotiates the third of 20 obstacles
at Australia’s Holsworthy Barracks. Some 12,000 members of the
Australian defense forces participated in Tandem Thrust '01.




